
Info Sourcing for Medical 
Writers



Evaluating Web Information

• Criteria for Evaluation

- Accuracy

- Authority

- Currency

- Coverage

- Objectivity

• Criteria for evaluating Health Information

www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/evaluatinghealt
hinformation.html



Website accrediting organization



Google Search: Dengue Fever

CDC: Dengue fever and dengue hemorrhagic fever. The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention presents detailed information about this 
mosquito-born. www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/dengue/ - 37k –

Dengue fever, disease information, NCID, CDC Infectious Disease 
Information. Dengue Fever and Dengue Hemorrhagic Fever (Dengue 
Virus Infection).  www.cdc.gov/node.do/id/0900f3ec80006ce4 - 17k 

Dengue Fever Factsheet with cause, symptoms, diagnosis, treatment, and 
prevention.
www.niaid.nih.gov/factsheets/dengue.htm - 13k -

Dengue Fever - Main Subscribe to denguefever news. 
www.denguefevermusic.com/ - 8k –

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Dengue and dengue hemorrhagic fever 
(DHF) are acute febrile diseases, 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dengue_fever 39k –
WHO: Dengue and Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever Includes cause, 

prevalence, transmission, symptoms, treatment, and prevention. 
www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs117/ - 24k –

eMedicine - Dengue Fever : Article by Daniel D Price, MD Dengue Fever 
www.emedicine.com/emerg/topic124.htm - 75k -

http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/dvbid/dengue/
http://www.cdc.gov/node.do/id/0900f3ec80006ce4
http://www.niaid.nih.gov/factsheets/dengue.htm
http://www.denguefevermusic.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dengue_fever
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs117/
http://www.emedicine.com/emerg/topic124.htm


Free Health Resources on the Internet

• Library Catalogues
• Journals - fee based subscriptions and open 

access
• Bulletins, Newsletters
• Government Information
• Full-text documents including grey literature
• Research Databases
• Publishers’ Databases
• Discussion groups



Essential Health Links

This is the AED/SATELLIFE 

Essential Health Links gateway that 

links to relevant WWW sites for the 

health community in developing and 

transitional countries.  Note the 

inclusion of the HonCode logo.

http://www.healthnet.org/esssential-health-links



Health Sciences Online is a searchable portal with over 

50,000 reviewed articles on courses, references, guidelines 

and other learning resources.  It was launched in late 2008 

and includes the Google Translation option.

http://hso.info

http://hso.info



Searching within the NLM website

This is the (U.S.) National Library of Medicine 
(NLM) database. It includes many resources 
besides PubMed.  You can Search the site 
from the Search Box.



Other e-journals sources

• www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov

• www.biomedcentral.com

• www.freemedicaljournals.com

• highwire.stanford.edu/lists/devecon.dtl

• www.doaj.org

• https://www.inasp.info/uk/ajol/index.html

e Book resources
• www.freebooks4doctors.com

• www.hesperian.org/publications_download.php

https://www.inasp.info/uk/ajol/index.html


FreeMedicalJournals.com

FreeMedicalJournals.com lists 
journals sites that make their 
content free to all users. Journals 
are listed by A-Z, speciality, and 
language.



BioMed Central

BioMed Central is an open access publisher 

that makes access to published articles freely 

available to the public. The journals are funded 

by an author pays model.



PubMed Central

PubMed Central is a free archive of articles that have 
been deposited in this free repository. 



Freebooks4doctors

FreeBooks4Doctors is a gateway with links to 600+ 
full text e-books. 



Consumer Health/Patient Education

• Human Anatomy Online

• MedLinePlus medical

• MedlinePlus: medical encyclopaedia



The InnerBody site is a guide 

to human anatomy but from 

the consumer health/patient 

education perspective.



Developed and maintained by the 

National Library of Medicine (USA),  

MedlinePlus is an invaluable resource 

for consumer health information.  Access 

is by topic or keyword search engine. 



Pharmacology & Prescribing

• Essential Drugs: Practical Guidelines

• Merck Manuals

• WHO Model List of Essential Drugs



www.refbooks.msf.org/MSF_Docs/En/Essential_drugs/ED_en.pdf

w

Essential drugs from Medecins 

sans Frontieres is an excellent 

resource for health practitioners in 

low-income countries.

http://www.refbooks.msf.org/MSF_Docs/En/Essential_drugs/ED_en.pdf


The Merck Manual Online is 

not only a tool for drug 

information but an extensive 

resource for symptoms and 

treatments of many disorders.  



The WHO Models Lists of Essential 

Medicines gateway is a useful resource  

for hospitals, clinics and especially 

governmental procurement agencies.



Public Health

• Emerging Infectious Diseases

• Health Library for Disasters

• Merck Manuals



Emergency Infectious Diseases is an 

open access e-journal from the 

Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (USA).  It focuses on 

numerous issues of value to health 

practitioners in low-income countries.



The Health Library for Disasters is 

an excellent source for resources 

on this topic.  See the subject 

listing for general topics.  There 

also is a keyword search option.  



Tropical Medicine & Infectious Diseases

• Evidence-Based Tuberculosis Diagnosis

• Neglected Tropical Diseases: Targeted Diseases

• WHO: Disease Outbreak News



This the Evidence-Based 

Tuberculosis Diagnosis is an 

online resource for evidence, 

policies and research on TB 

diagnostics.



The Neglected Tropical Diseases 

Program has information on several

Targeted (neglected) Diseases that 

could be minimized or eliminated with 

proper eradication projects.  



The WHO’s Diseases 

Outbreak News tracks such 

outbreaks worldwide with 

almost daily news items.



Inter-governmental Agencies

• WHO

• WHO/Western Pacific Region

• PAHO

• UNAIDS

• UNFPA



The WHO site contains current 

news information plus links to 

statistics, publications, programs, 

health topics and guidelines.



This the initial page of the 

WHO/Pacific Region website.  It 

contains similar info as the WHO 

site but specific to this region.  



This the initial page of the  Pan 

American Health Organization 

website. It includes significant 

‘country specific’ information.



The UNAIDS webpage is the site of 

an inter-organization consortium.  It 

includes significant epidemiological, 

statistical, logistical and clinical 

information on HIV/AIDS. 





• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, U.S.

• National Institutes of Health, U.S. 

• National  Library of Medicine, U.S.

Health Organizations Resources –
Governmental agencies



Although geared toward the U.S. 

population, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention has a 

significant amount of relevant 

information about global health.



E-journal resources  

• Free Medical Journals 

• Directory of Open Access Journals

• BioMed Central

• PubMed Central

• HighWire Press

• PubMed search options







FreeMedicalJournals.com lists medical 
journals sites that make their content 
free to all users. Journals are organized 
by speciality, title A-Z, language and 
other listings.



Avoiding plagiarism

• The availability of text in digital form increases the 
possibility of accidentally using someone else's 
material without acknowledgement

• Make sure you record all the details of the material 
you make notes on at the time so that you know 
who’s it is later

• By all means use quotes and paraphrased material 
but cite it properly









https://www.grammarly.com/



https://websiteseochecker.com/


